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studied the conditions of its tribes and made the
acquaintance of its Sultans and Emirs. On his way
back he received orders of Sultan Abu Enan to return
to Fez. He returned and settled there, after such long
travels and absence from home in 755 A.H. (1354 A.D.),
that is to say, thirty full years from the day he left his
birthplace for the first time. He was then an old man
of fifty-three years, having sailed from Tangier a
young man of twenty-two.

Ibn Batuta settled in the Court of Fez after long
absence and travel. He became a favourite of the
Sultan who was delighted with his interesting stories
and pleasant company. He related to him all about the
countries and peoples he saw. He became renowned
for his wonderful news and stories, and some accused
him of exaggeration and lies. The fact is that we
should remember that the society to which the
Muslim explorer related the wonders and splendour of
Asia was not less sceptic and partial than was the
society to which his predecessor, Marco Polo, related
his experiences. Ibn Batuta expresses his pain of this
incredulity in some passages of his book, and says :
" God knows that I am telling the truth, and God is a
sufficient witness." The story of Ibn Batuta and the
news of his travels were still alive and strong when
the philosopher Ibn Khaldun wrote his famous Prole-
gomena, the explorer having been dead only a few
years before. Ibn Khaldun saw the explorer and met
him in the Court of Fez when he was in the
service of Sultan Abu Enan. He describes him as
follows :
" There came to Morocco in the days of Sultan
Abu Enan, of the Kings of Bani Marin, a notable of
Tangier, known by the name of Ibn Batuta who had
oneg twenty years before to the East where he visited